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“Streamline”
With President Sherye

Play Ball! Today as I write this, the Orioles beat the Blue Jays 12 to 2 in the first game of 
the season.  I also just watched Maryland’s basketball team lose to Florida in the Sweet 16.  
As the boys and I sat on the couch and cheered on Maryland and celebrated the Orioles' 
win, I felt the positive energy that ball games bring to my family.  Something that I have 
felt has been lacking in the colder months of winter. Sure, we had fun, but there is 
something about spring, March Madness, and the start of baseball season that brings out 
joy and positive energy.

Continued next page



In March, we had our 2024 Flags for Heroes Luncheon to honor our community 
heroes.  The money that is raised from each flag purchased goes right back to those 
who keep our community safe and those who want to make our community brighter. I 
would like to thank Jackie Wilson and John Flohr for hosting the event and all those 
who are on the Flags for Heroes Committee.  You hosted a great event, and I have 
received positive feedback reflecting that!  If you would like to honor a hero, please 
contact Jackie or John for the sponsorship form.

This April and May, I hope as Rotarians we use our energy to help the youth in our 
communities.  Our literacy committee had successful fundraisers and secured great 
donations to give every child in 3rd grade a book to call their own.  I had the pleasure 
to deliver books to my son Nate’s 3rd-grade class at Chesapeake Christian and watch 
their faces light up when I gave them their books. It was priceless.  I listened to their 
ideas about how they can make an impact in their community. It reassures me that our 
youth is bright and will make great citizens.  Please take an hour of your time to help 
at the Book Fairs that are coming up during the months of April and May. If you can 
help, please reach out to Kelly Griffith.

Finally, I would like to thank our membership for handling the changes we have had 
to experience this year with patience and grace.  Losing Scossa and finding a new 
“Home” has not been an easy task.  Brett Whitehead, Peter Dietz, Lori McDonald, 
Dana Newman, George Hatcher, and Frank Gunsullas have been instrumental in 
reaching out to locations, finding out if they would host us, and keeping us going for 
the months of February and March.  They say teamwork makes the dream work, and 
these past two months have proven that.  Please, if you are able to help pick up the 
lunches from Sprout in April, kindly shoot me an email.  Your effort will count as a 
meeting make up. Cheers to Springing forward!    

Yours in Service,

Sherye



While Flags for Heroes has raised $550,000 to support our heroes in Talbot 

County– and that’s a wonderful thing– it’s really all about remembering 

those heroes in our lives and what they mean to us, to our community, and 

to our world. Thank you for supporting this most impressive project for the 

last thirteen years. Every member of the Rotary Club of Easton, every 

person who donates, and everyone who sees over 1000 American flags 

proudly flying over Memorial Day weekend should be equally proud. It’s 

that time again, so won’t you please consider sponsoring a flag for your hero 

or becoming a corporate sponsor? The forms to do so are in this issue of 

The Spark, and you can also go to:

www.flagsforheroes.org

or call

Jackie Wilson at 410-310-5664

Since we’ve been doing Flags for Heroes for so long now, we can never let it 

become monotonous to us. Read on to fully appreciate why. It really is all 

about remembering…

It’s about Remembering



Todd, Kim, & Dick Hershey at Rose Hill before Kim’s Williamsport High School graduation in June of 1975

Remembering My Hero - Dick Hershey
By George A. Hatcher, Jr.

Each Memorial Day is all about remembering—remembering the sacrifice so many have made to ensure 
the freedom and liberty of this great land. Each Flags for Heroes American flag that waves throughout 
Easton stands for a hero like that or for one that has made a difference in our lives. My hero is my late 
father-in-law, Dick Hershey.

May 29, 2025, will mark Dick’s 93rd birthday. Dick and Jane Hershey were great friends with my 
parents, and Dick was my uncle, Lynn Brugh’s, BEST friend. Stories from the 1950s are legend of 
their exploits together, and it was a friendship few ever have. When Kim was born, my parents sent 
flowers to Kim’s mother in the hospital. The card on those flowers reads: “Heaps of congratulations! 
Have already picked out George Jr.’s wife!”

Dick wrote in Kim’s baby book that I was one of her best friends, and I certainly remember her from 
those years, but when the Hersheys moved from Hagerstown to Williamsport, and all the schools 
changed, I did not see Kim again until 1974 when Dick invited me over because, “You’ve got to see 
Kim! She’s all grown up now!”

It was Dick Hershey who brought us together when we were very little and then again when we were 
teenagers. If it weren’t for him, there would be no “Kim & George,” so in a real sense, I owe him 
everything. For this reason alone, he is my hero. But it’s more than that. More than anything else, he 
loved his family, and he loved life. To know Dick Hershey was to love him, and everyone did. He 
served his country in the Air Force and was an accomplished stockbroker. He had a passion for the 
past and was an expert on historic homes and antiques. 

Continued next page



He was way ahead of his time in fully appreciating the many-faceted importance of real estate, and when 
he and Jane purchased Rose Hill in Williamsport (at a time when historic homes were really not in 
vogue), he was indeed the “lord of the manor.”

Suddenly and tragically, he died on November 21, 1975. He was 45. Only a year and three months 
earlier, when I had just turned 18, he accepted me into his home and treated me as a lifelong friend. He 
must have known that I would fall so completely for Kim, and he certainly set the wheels in motion for 
that to happen. 

So, when I see our beautiful Flags for Heroes Flags wave all around Easton and on the 95th anniversary 
of his birth, I will remember Richard K. Hershey and salute him as my hero and just as importantly, my 
friend.

Dick Hershey in the Air Force (left), and to the right in a photo taken in 1956 at my grandparents’ 
home in St. James, Maryland, with (l-r) my Uncle Lynn Brugh, Jane Hershey, and Pee Wee Brugh.

Dick Hershey & me in January of 1975







$250 Sponsorship Level

1. Company name will appear on our website, www.flagsforheroes.org, acknowledging them as a 

sponsor of the event.

2. Company will have the opportunity to acknowledge up to 5 different individual heroes and this 

acknowledgment will appear on a full-page ad in The Star Democrat.

$500 Sponsorship Level

1. Company name will appear on our website, www.flagsforheroes.org, acknowledging them as a 

sponsor of the event. 

2. Company will have the opportunity to acknowledge up to 10 different individual heroes and this 

acknowledgment will appear on a full-page ad in The Star Democrat.

3. One representative from the company will be invited as the Club’s guest for lunch at our meeting in 

November to see the money raised from the flag’s event distributed to the recipients. 

4. The Star Democrat gives us a full page add listing heroes and sponsors. The company name will at 

the top of this page acknowledging sponsorship.

5. Logo included in a commercial thanking our corporate sponsors.

$1,000 Sponsorship Level

1. Company name will appear on our website, www.flagsforheroes.org, acknowledging them as a 

sponsor of the event. 

2. Company will have the opportunity to acknowledge up to 20 different individual heroes.

3. Two representatives from the company will be invited as the Club’s guest for lunch at our meeting in 

November to see the money raised from the flag’s event distributed to the recipients. . 

4. The Star Democrat gives us a full page add listing heroes and sponsors. The company name will 

appear at the top of this page acknowledging sponsorship.

5. Framed Flags for Heroes photo with sponsorship acknowledgment.

6. Logo included in a commercial thanking our corporate sponsors.

7. Logo on our Flags for Heroes trailer for one year. This trailer will be displayed at various locations 

and events around town.

2025 Flags for Heroes

Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities



2024 Flags for Heroes Awards Luncheon
March 20, 2025





2024 Flags for Heroes Grant Recipients
On Thursday, March 20, 2025, the Rotary Club of Easton awarded 2024’s 
Flags for Heroes grants at a special luncheon at the Easton VFW. Grant 
recipients in attendance represented the following organizations (above): 
Civil Air Patrol Easton Composite Squadron, Trappe Volunteer Fire 
Department, Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Oxford Volunteer Fire 
Department, Talbot Paramedic Foundation, Talbot County Sheriff’s Office, 
Easton Police Department, Talbot County Department of Emergency 
Services, Spring Hill Cemetery, Richards Memorial Park, and Operation 
Open Arms.



Richards Memorial Park
Rotary International’s Centennial was in 2004-2005, and George Hatcher was the 
President of the Rotary Club of Easton. Each Rotary club was tasked with completing an 
important community project, and our club chose Richards Memorial Park because our 
great friend and dedicated Rotarian, Chester Gates, had a vision for that historic 
African-American cemetery. His vision became George’s and ours, and we cleaned the 
grounds, endowed the cemetery, built Chester’s dream entrance, and partnered with 
Easton Middle School. The students there performed an historical investigation into 
who was laid to rest at the cemetery and produced a beautiful book that showed the 
amazing work they did. Because it is important to keep the final resting place of so many 
veterans in good condition, we have also contributed funds over the years for the 
upkeep. This year, we are donating money to defray the costs of lighting the flagpole 
there. Longtime cemetery board member, Edith Hayman, who has since passed away, 
expressed her desire to get this done, and we are now here to help. Richard Potter of 
Richards Memorial Park (right) is pictured with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, 
Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson.

We remember Chester Gates on the next few pages. Oh, how we miss him…



Remembering Chester Gates – 1914 - 2004

In the 104th year of our truly consequential Rotary Club and as we again 
honor our heroes with Flags for Heroes, have you ever stopped to think about 
why both are so consequential? It’s because of the truly consequential– if not 
great– members and leaders of the Rotary Club of Easton, and Chester Gates 
is at the very top of the list. He was a trailblazer and friend– a great and good 
man– a real hero. Your editor was honored to have been a close friend and 
cannot count the hours we spent together talking about music, train & car 
models, Rotary, Easton & Talbot County, and the meaning of life. It was also 
a great honor to be asked to give the eulogy at his funeral in 2004, and that 
eulogy follows on the next few pages. Read on to learn about this wonderful 
Rotarian and inspiration to all.

Life is worthwhile if you are doing something 
worthwhile with your life – Chester S. Gates







Listen to “Here’s to Life” here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYmvkr33NZI  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYmvkr33NZI


Richards Memorial Park
All the projects that we did in Chester Gates’ memory for Rotary International’s Centennial 
in 2004 and 2005 were phenomenally successful– due to Chester’s spirit and the love 
everyone felt for him. In fact, the Rotary Club of Easton won one of a handful of awards for 
outstanding Centennial projects worldwide. As you drive down Bay Street, you can see how 
beautiful the entrance to Richards Memorial Park is, and how lovely the cemetery appears. 
Our club raised a considerable amount of money to create an endowment for the cemetery, 
and, in a way, best of all, Easton Middle School created the Cemetery Historical Investigation 
(CHI) Team consisting of students and staff. That team spent the entire school year learning 
about and working at Richards Memorial Park and produced a beautiful book about its 
experience with facts, poetry, and thoughts. 

To be able to honor a man like Chester Sampson Gates in this manner was a beautiful 
experience and included everything that is right about Rotary. The Easton Middle School CHI 
Team book is available on our website (www.eastonrotary.org) under “The Spark, Monthly 
Bulletin” tab on the right-hand side of the page. A special Star Democrat insert to celebrate 
our 2004-2005 Rotary Centennial project is also there which has even more information. 
Links to these are also below.

We will always, always remember Chester Gates and his tremendous impact on our lives, and 
we will miss our friend more than words can say.

https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/account
s/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Me
morial%20Park%20-
%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-
%202004-2005.pdf 

https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts
/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%
20of%20easton%20centennial%20projec
t%20may%202006%20star%20democrat
.pdf

http://www.eastonrotary.org/
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Memorial%20Park%20-%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-%202004-2005.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Memorial%20Park%20-%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-%202004-2005.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Memorial%20Park%20-%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-%202004-2005.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Memorial%20Park%20-%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-%202004-2005.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/Richards%20Memorial%20Park%20-%20Easton%20Middle%20School%20-%202004-2005.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%20of%20easton%20centennial%20project%20may%202006%20star%20democrat.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%20of%20easton%20centennial%20project%20may%202006%20star%20democrat.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%20of%20easton%20centennial%20project%20may%202006%20star%20democrat.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%20of%20easton%20centennial%20project%20may%202006%20star%20democrat.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/rotary/accounts/7630/Bulletins/5922/rotary%20club%20of%20easton%20centennial%20project%20may%202006%20star%20democrat.pdf


More on Richards Memorial Park from The Star Democrat in 2014



with Chester Gates!



A search of Newspapers.com for the name of Chester Gates in Easton, Maryland, showed a man 
constantly serving his community. Here are just a few Easton Star Democrat samples from long ago…



In 1944, The Rotary Club of Easton recognized the need for a service club specifically directed 
toward helping the African-American community in Talbot County. So, who did Rotarians ask 
for help? Yes– Chester Gates! On this page is his letter to the club saying he would help, and on 
the next, his letter to the founder of an organization then known as “Frontiers of America” and 
now called “Frontiers International” (https://www.frontiersinc.org/). 

https://www.frontiersinc.org/




Spring Hill Cemetery
Like Richards Memorial Park, Spring Hill Cemetery is the final resting place of 
many veterans.  Years ago, they launched a campaign to get the cemetery cleaned 
up and to provide a way to keep it in the condition that it deserves.  However, the 
cost of upkeep is significant, and we want to help by providing funds to do just 
that.  As a side note & Rotary “fun fact,” the founder of our Club, Samuel 
Shanahan, is buried in this cemetery.  He was the publisher & editor of the 
Easton Star Democrat at the time and Easton’s biggest advocate.

Frank Gunsallus, III, Spring Hill VP & Dirck Bartlett, President, are pictured 
with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes 
Chair, Jackie Wilson.



Civil Air Patrol - Easton Composite Squadron
 
The Civil Air Patrol is an Auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. Its cadet program 
introduces young people to aviation and aerospace while focusing on leadership, 
fitness, and character development.  Our local squadron has about 76 members, and 
51 of them are cadets ages 12-19. They constantly emphasize their core values of 
Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence, and Respect.

Our contribution will go to aerospace education opportunities, funds for emergency 
services mission training, scholarships for their Wing Conference, and cadet 
leadership schools in the region. The cadets are always there to help the Rotary 
Club of Easton with community service projects, including Flags for Heroes.

Pictured are 1st Lt Rick Mellinger, Commander, Easton Composite Squadron,
Cadet Captain Nathan Mellinger, and Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Veronica Pool 
with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes 
Chair, Jackie Wilson.



Talbot County Sheriff’s Office
Flags for Heroes provided funding for 50 packs of Shatter Balls with 
Carriers. At the beginning of this year, deputies were assisting DOCO PD 
with locating a stolen car.  They located it and upon approaching, the 
driver refused to lower his tinted window and fled. Although they did catch 
him later, this equipment could have been used to break the window in 
order  to identify and apprehend the suspect. 

Sheriff Joe Gamble and Major Steve Elliott are pictured with Youth & 
Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, 
Jackie Wilson.



Easton Police Department
Since the beginning of Flags for Heroes, we have donated to the EPD because there is 
no doubt they are heroes in our community. They never made a specific ask but 
typically reported back that the funds were used for their “Shop with Cop” program at 
the holidays. This year, however, we asked if they had a specific need, and they did! 
With the new marijuana laws, three of their canines were retired.  They were able to 
purchase a couple but still needed another. We are donating funds for them to get a 
police dog to be used for narcotics work and possibly patrol duties, but that function 
has not yet been decided upon.

 Chief Alan Lowry & Capt. Greg Wright are pictured with Youth & Community Fund 
Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson.



Easton Volunteer Fire Department
The EVFD made an amazing addition to the community with their new fire 
training facility, which our club supported. It is our hope that this year’s 
funds will purchase turnout or other equipment EVFD volunteers need to do 
their job. 

Chief JR Dobson & Brett Whitehead are pictured with Youth & Community 
Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson. 
Brett is an EVFD member and is a leader of  Friends of the EVFD .



Trappe Volunteer Fire Department
The Trappe Volunteer Fire Department’s firehouse is the oldest one still in 
use in Talbot County, and their equipment barely fits. They are applying for 
grants and need to raise another $1.5M on their own to build a new fire 
house. To date they have raised about $500K. These funds should be put 
towards that goal.

Karla Wieland-Cherry, the Trappe Volunteer Fire Department’s Board 
Secretary is pictured with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, Jed 
Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson.



Oxford Volunteer Fire Department
The department recently commissioned a new boat that has an inboard pump that 
supplies water to waterfront fire situations.  It is smaller than Tilghman’s boat as 
Oxford FD typically works in more shallow water.  We donated money last year to 
defer the cost of graphic design, numbering, names, and striping for the boat, and 
this year are providing funds to continue to defray costs associated with the boat. 

Chief Graham Norbury & President Tim Kearns Wright are pictured with Youth & 
Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie 
Wilson.



Talbot Paramedic Foundation
In 2000, the Talbot Paramedic Foundation instituted the first county-wide public 
access AED program. It was recognized nationally as the premier public access 
program in the country.  Today over 150 of the defibrillators are in parks, 
government buildings, on the streets, and in nonprofits throughout the community. 
Our contribution is directed toward expand that number. 

Ruth Ann Jones,  VP of the Talbot Paramedic Foundation, is pictured with Youth & 
Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for Heroes Chair, Jackie 
Wilson.



Talbot County Department of Emergency Services
A new program recipient this year is Talbot First, a program that focuses on the mental 
health challenges faced by first responders, law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
paramedics, corrections officers, 911 dispatchers, and EMTs who often find themselves 
in stressful, traumatic, and dangerous situations.  That then leads to health issues such 
as PTSD, depression, anxiety, and substance abuse. What makes this program unique is 
that it is a peer support program.  The peer supporters are trained in active listening, 
crisis intervention, confidentiality, and referral processes as well as education on mental 
health, awareness, and selfcare strategies. Flags for Heroes funds will help this 
worthwhile program.

Tina Kintop, Division Chief of EMS, EPD Chief Lowry, and EVFD Chief JR Dobson 
are pictured with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for 
Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson.



Operation Open Arms
In 2016, the U.S. Army adopted former Marine Capt. Bunch into the “Army family” by 
bestowing on him the Outstanding Civilian Service Award for his work as founder and 
director of Operation Open Arms. It is one of the Army’s highest honors. Then in 
2018, the Navy honored him with the Distinguished Public Service Award, which is 
presented to civilians for courageous or heroic acts, as well as for outstanding service to 
the Navy or Marine Corps because of his work with OOA.

It is a nationally acclaimed military outreach program.   It started when one service 
member who was on leave just wanted to go fishing.  Capt. Bunch took him out and 
the idea for the organization grew from there.  They now have a major focus on our 
service men and women dealing with PTSD.  These funds are being donated to bring 
those troops to Talbot County for that hunting, fishing, or other event so they get the 
much-needed R&R they deserve but perhaps would not get on their own. 

Capt. John Bunch, a Marine Corp veteran and founder of Operation Open Arms is 
pictured with Youth & Community Fund Treasurer, Jed Anthony, and Flags for 
Heroes Chair, Jackie Wilson.



2024 Flags for Heroes Corporate Sponsors
On Thursday, March 20, 2025, the Rotary Club of Easton honored 2024’s 
Flags for Heroes corporate donors at a special luncheon at the YMCA. This 
year’s amazing donors in attendance were: Easton Utilities, WCEI/WINX 
Radio, Willow Construction, Dawkins Management Inc., Curry Wilford, 
Jack Anthony, Lewis Auto Body Shop, Preston Automotive Group, Aqua 
Pools, Burke and Herbert Bank, Londonderry on the Tred Avon, Bluepoint 
Hospitality Group, Konsyl Pharmaceuticals, Tim Kagan, and Robert 
Fogarty. Not all corporate sponsors are pictured.



Book Fair  Chesapeake Christian
As you know, the Rotary Club of Easton has for years provided dictionaries for all 
Talbot county third graders. Not long ago, we decided to replace the dictionaries 
with a book from each school’s Book Fair. On March 24, 2025, President Sherye 
went to Chesapeake Christian’s Book Fair and 3rd grade, where her son, Nate, 
happens to be a student. Obviously, it was a very happy, “Magic of Rotary” time!



Book Fair  St. Michaels Elementary
Another happy, “Magic of Rotary” time when Kelly Griffith went to St. Michaels 
Elementary to give books to the 3rd graders there on April 1, 2025! See what a 
difference this makes? Remember what it felt like when you were in 3rd grade? Why 
don’t you volunteer to be a part of this fulfilling, simple project? You’ll be glad you 
did!



Breakfast for Heroes

We are so fortunate to have the dedicated police 

agencies we do in our great community like the 

Easton Police Department

On March 17, 2025, Deena Kilmon delivered 

breakfast to all the heroes at the Easton Police 

Department! We just can’t thank you enough for 

all you do every day!

Many thanks, too, to the Bagery for providing the 

bagels & coffee! 



December 5, 2019 – Buck Duncan, Hugh Dawkins, & Reza Jafari at the Star Democrat

43
NO! That is not Buck Duncan’s age, but it IS the number of years he has served the Rotary 
Club of Easton! On April 1, 1982, Buck became an Easton Rotarian, and before and since 
then, he has been dedicated to serving the people of Talbot County. President of our club in 
1988-1989, he is a mentor to many. As a banker on the Eastern Shore for 40 years, he made it 
possible for countless businesses and individuals to succeed. When he was President and CEO 
of St. Michaels Bank, the bank’s motto was, “Of Course We Can,” and that certainly typifies 
Buck’s attitude toward business, service, and life. He has received many awards including the 
Distinguished Citizen Award of the Delmarva Council Boy Scouts of America and the 
Community Service Award by the Talbot County Chamber of Commerce. In 2000, he earned 
the Donald E. Osburn Club Service Award from our Rotary club, and no other recipient 
deserved it more. As the fourth President of the Mid-Shore Community Foundation, he 
guides charitable giving in our county in a most meaningful and creative way, and all of us 
benefit from his vast experience and leadership. W. W. “Buck” Duncan has that rare 
combination of toughness and empathy and is a true friend to all. Congratulations, Buck, on 
this important milestone and on a life of “Service above Self.”



28

Claude Maechling (center) receiving the Tim Kagan “Duz Award,” along 
with Jacques Baker, in 2019 from President Richie Wheatley.

No, that’s not Claude Maechling’s age either, it’s just the number of years he 
has served in our club– with PERFECT attendance! Before the Rotary Club 
of Easton, he was in the St. Louis Rotary Club, so he’s definitely a Rotary 
“lifer!” Another thing he’s “definitely,” and that’s a man who serves others 
with joy. For a long, long time he’s volunteered with Habitat for Humanity, 
so much so that you could call him a full-time construction employee! He’s 
always, always there, just as he is with Rotary. He’s also a barbershopper and 
sings his way into the hearts of people, giving them a huge lift! Rotary means 
a lot to Claude, and we’re very lucky to have him in our midst. Thanks for 
all you do and have done, Claude!



The late Henry Purdy was dubbed by our own Jacques Baker as “Mr. Easton,” and the same could 
be said of Albert Pritchett, who celebrates 26 years as an Easton Rotarian. From Rotary, to 
baseball, to the Waterfowl Festival, and to everything in between,  Albert is part of the fabric of 
our community. He was President of the Rotary Club of Easton in 2013-2014 and followed in the 
Rotary footsteps of his grandfather, C. Albert Matthews, who was about to celebrate his 50th year 
in Easton Rotary when Albert joined the club in 1998. Low key and self-effacing with a dry sense 
of humor, Albert is a true athlete and has given the gift of his athletic prowess and understanding 
to countless Talbot County athletes. A respected businessman, Albert is a person you can 
absolutely trust, and that says more about him than anything. When you think of “a good man,” 
and “friend” or you look for those definitions, Charles Albert Pritchett is there. Thank you, 
Albert, and congratulations on 26 years!
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There are countless articles about Albert on the sports pages of The Star Democrat and most 
are like this one! This story is continued next page, and, of course, Albert continues with all 
things baseball! Incredibly, Albert’s name is mentioned 8 times in this March 22, 1985, story!

March 22, 1985





Yogi Anthony

Baseball season started on March 27th, and with that tradition, other, sometimes 
strange, traditions also rekindle. Armed with Cracker Jacks, a Yankees hat, jacket, and 
sneakers, Jack “Yogi” Anthony arrived at Tiger Lily for our weekly Rotary meeting. As 
the song goes, “Yogi” bought us Cracker Jacks, and somewhere that day in this favored 
land the sun was shining bright. The band was playing somewhere, and somewhere 
hearts were light. And somewhere men were laughing, and somewhere children did 
shout. But there WAS joy in Easton—mighty Jack had no microphone and Casey at the 
Bat really did strike out!



April’s Tidewater Times ad. Easton Rotarian and Tidewater Times publisher, Anne Farwell, has 
generously donated monthly full-page ad space to the club. Thank you so much, Anne!



April

02 Noel Bourdin/Peter Dietz
04 Mike Henry/Megan Cook
07 David Fike/Sherye Nickerson
09 Buck Duncan/Taryn Chase
11 David Anthony/Gary Yeatman
14 David Lee/Sharon Pepukayi
16 Richie Wheatley/Gary Yeatman
18 Kenny Miller/Brad Watts
21 Josh Clow/Brett Whitehead
23 Jed Anthony/Mia Cranford/Megan Miller

25 Mike Kopen/Dana Newman
28 Kenny Miller/Gary Yeatman
30 Mike Henry/Robert Fogarty

April Meetings

03 – Dorian Mitchell – 
Momma Maria’s

10 – TBD

17 – TBD

24 – TBD

April Anniversaries

Invocation Leader

Spark Editor
George A. Hatcher, Jr.

Sherye Nickerson

Each issue of The Spark is in honor of Past-President Richie Wheatley for 
his vision as President and for resuming this significant publication when it 
seemed as if it were lost forever.

43 – Buck Duncan – 04/01/1982
28 – Claude Maechling – 04/07/1997
27 – Albert Pritchett – 04/29/1998
12 – Richie Wheatley – 04/24/2013
12 – David Fike – 04/24/2013
04 – Megan Miller – 04/11/2019
02 – Taryn Chase – 04/06/2023

09 Jed Anthony
16 Peter Dietz
17 Tom Lane
22 Joe Stadel
24 Albert Pritchett
27 Gary Yeatman

April Birthdays

Richie Wheatley & Tim Kagan

Wedding Anniversaries

15 Phyllis & Bob Grill

THE ROTARY CLUB of Easton, MD
P.O. Box 1444, Easton, MD  21601
District No 7630 - Chartered 1921

Meets Thursday at 12:15 P.M.
Scossa Restaurant

8 N. Washington Street, Easton, MD
2024-2025 Cub Officers

President ……………….…………Sherye Nickerson
President-Elect ……………………Frank Gunsallus
President-Elect Nominee.……….Lori McDonald
Immediate Past President...Andrew Walsworth
Secretary …………….………..…… George Hatcher
Assistant Secretary ….…………… Lori McDonald
Treasurer ……………..…….…....….… Abby Graves

Directors
Club Service ……………………….…. Megan Miller
Vocational Service …………..……… ……….Vacant
 Community Service ….…….……. Dana Newman
 International Service ….…..... Connie Loveland
 Youth Service …………………….... Kendrick Daly
 Youth & Community Fund….Richie Wheatley

Breakfast for Heroes
April 21 – Oxford Police Dept. – 
Matt Albers

May 19 – Trappe Police 
Department – Matt Albers
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